
February 2017  

Newsletter  

 

Wednesday Night Banquet Kicks Off Expo  
 

The Iowa Hereford Breeders Associationôs annual banquet 
will be the official ñkick-offò to Hereford activities at this yearôs Iowa 

Beef Expo in Des Moines.  Set for Wednesday night, Feb. 15, at 
Diamond Jackôs on the Iowa State Fairgrounds, the casual-attire 

come-as-you-are event begins with a social hour and cash bar at 

6:00 p.m.  A prime rib dinner will be served beginning at 6:45.  
 

 A short program following the meal will feature the 2017 
Iowa Hereford Hall of Fame induction. The Iowa Junior Hereford 

Association will be auctioning championship trophies for their June 
11 preview show as well as advertising space donated by Livestock 
Plus and Midwest Marketer.  The IHBA will also be selling the back 

cover advertisement for the 2018 Iowa Select Hereford Sale catalog 
to be used by a sale consignor. 

 
 In addition, t he juniors will be conducting a silent auction 

during the evening, featuring hand -crafted and donated items. At 

press time, the list of items included a wooden welcome sign from 
Randy Offenburger and a table top corn hole game from Merlin 

Wagner of Riverbend Cattle Enterprises. 
 

 Banquet seating is limited, so reservations are encouraged.  
Meals reserved by February 1  will cost $16;  after that, the cost will 

be $26 a plate.  A childrenôs meal is available for those 10 and under 

for $10. E-mail becky@iowahereford.org or call 515-833-2991. 
Payment will be collected at the door. Final reservation deadline 

is Feb. 8  and we cannot guarantee the availability of tickets after 
that date.  

 

 On Thursday, Feb. 16, prospective buyers can get a sneak 
peek of the hand-selected Expo offering at 8:30 a.m. in Pioneer 

Pavilion, where all of the cattle will be paraded.  Viewer s will also 
have the chance to be ñup close and personalò with the cattle by 

interacting in the ring with the consignors.  
 

 The sale will begin at 11:30 a .m. in the North Annex sale 

ring.  For those unable to attend, it will be broadcast by 
LiveAuctions.TV. 

 
 This yearôs 75-lot offering consists of 36 2 -year-old and fall 

yearling bulls, 8 yearling bulls, 12 bred heifers (some of which will 

have calves at side by sale day) and 19 heifer calves. 
 

 To request a catalog, contact Lowderman Auction Company, 
309-833-5543; e-mail info@lowderman.com. 

 

 
Iowa Beef Expo  

Schedule of Hereford Events  
 

Wednesday, Feb. 15 

Diamond Jackôs,  
Iowa State Fairgrounds 

6:00 p.m. ï Social with cash bar 
       IJHA Silent Auction 

6:45 p.m. ï Dinner 

       Program 
       Hall of Fame Induction 

       IJHA Auction 
 

Preview Show trophies to be 
auctioned: 
Supreme champion animal 
Champion cow-calf 
Champion bull 
Champion steer 
Champion polled heifer 
Champion horned heifer 
Champion polled bred & owned 
heifer 
Champion horned bred & owned 
heifer   

   

 
Thursday, Feb. 16 

Iowa State Fairgrounds, 
Des Moines 

8:30 a.m. ï Parade of Sale Cattle, 

Pioneer Pavilion 
11:30 a.m. ï Iowa Select Hereford 

Sale, North Annex 
 

Catalog can be viewed at: 
www.iowahereford.org  
www.herefordmarketplace.com 
www.lowdermanauctionoptions.com 
 
 
 

See this newsletter in color at  

www.iowahereford.org 



 
 
Feb. 1 ï Expo Banquet reduced price reservation 

deadline 

Feb. 8 ï Expo Banquet final reservation deadline 
Feb. 15 ï IHBA Banquet, Diamond Jackôs, Iowa 

State Fairgrounds, Des Moines 
Feb. 16 ï Iowa Select Hereford Sale, Iowa Beef 

Expo, Des Moines 
April 1 ï Steer Futurity Nomination Deadline 

April 25 ï IHBA Bull Sale, Knoxville 

May 15 ï Newsletter Deadline  
May 15 ï IJHA Summer Show entry deadline 

June 10-11 ï IJHA Summer Show, Ames 
July 15-21 ï Junior National Hereford Expo, 

Louisville, Ky. 

Aug. 17 ï Iowa State Fair Hereford Show, Des 
Moines 

 

Bull Sale is April 25  
 

 The third edition of the IHBA -sponsored no-
fit, registered Hereford bull sale will be Tuesday, 

April 25, at the Knoxville Regional Livestock Market.  
For more details, IHBA members interested in 

consigning should contact Marilyn Lenth, 319-269-

3146. 
 

Preview Show Returning to Ames  
 

 The Iowa Junior Hereford Associationôs 

Summer Show will return to the Hansen Agricultural 
Learning Center in Ames on June 10-11. Entry 

deadline is May 15. Entry forms will be available on 
the IHBA website ï www.iowahereford.org ï or from 

the  junior advisors.  

 
 Sponsorships for division champions, 

showmanship and class winners are available for 
$20 each.  Sign up at the Expo or contact the junior 

advisors for more information.  

 

Welcome, New Mem bers!  
C-Sunshine Acres ï Camilla & Steve Crumes, 

Ottumwa, IA  

JonDor Herefords ï Jonathan, Dorothy  & Josef 

Pettit, Rushford, MN 
Matt Riggan Family, Tiffin, IA 

TopHill Herefords ï Bryan & Britt Von Roden, Belle 
Plaine 

2AM Cattle ï Andy Montag and Andy McLaughlin, 

Grimes, IA 
Complete contact information is available on the  
IHBA website. 

New Directory Mailed  
 

 
 

 The brand-new Iowa Hereford Breeders 
Association Directory is out!  With a print run of 

7,500, the 56-page, 4-color book was mailed Jan. 20  

to 6,000 cow-calf producers in Iowa, as well as all 
IHBA and IJHA members, major sale barns and all 

county Extension offices and beef specialists.  It was 
distributed at the Cornbelt Cow-Calf Conference in 

Ottumwa and will be available at the Beef  Expo. 
 

 The associationôs administrative secretary 

has already received requests for the publication.  
One came from a rural mail carrier who was 

delivering copies to several people on his route and 
decided he wanted his own, because heôs looking for 

a Hereford bull!  

  
 Thanks to all who supported this project 

with advertising and those who paid their 2017 dues 
in time to be included in the listings.  

 

Spring Advertising Starts Feb. 18  
 

 The IHBA will again be sponsoring a series 
of ads during bull -buying season.  Look for them in 

Midwest Marketer beginning Feb. 18 and continuing 

every other week through May.  
 

§§§ 

New E -mail: After the directory went to press, 

Vickie Cooper of Lonesome Goose Ranch had her e-
mail hacked and had to close the account.  Her new 

e-mail address is vcooper@iastate.edu. 

 
 
 



 

 
 



Attention, Class of ô17! 
 

Please submit graduation information, future 

plans  and an electronic photo to Becky Simpson, 

13359 280th St., Redfield, IA 50233-6014; or e-mail  
becky@iowahereford.org by May 15  so we can 

recognize you in the next newsletter.  
 

17 th  Annual Anita  
Hereford -Influence Calf Sale  

 

 Ron Beaver reports that  24 consignors from 

Iowa and Missouri brought 450 head of feeder 
calves to the Anita Livestock Auction on Jan. 21 for 

the 17th sale put together by sale barn owner 
Bernard Vais and Hereford breeder Charles Anstey.   

 
 Several longtime consignors were rewarded 

for t heir persistence with prices at or above the 

current market.  Dick Graham, Benton, IA,  sold 34 
Hereford steers averaging 674 lb. for $146/cwt.; 

Russ Bredahl, Skidmore, MO, earned $157/cwt. on 
11  594-lb. Hereford steers; and  10 black whiteface 

steers weighing 524 lb. brought $165/cwt for Dale 

Beaver, Clarinda, IA.  Ten Hereford heifers from Dan 
Dittmer, Lacona, IA, that averaged 647 lb. sold for 

$135/cwt.  
 

IJBBA 2016 High -Point Winners  
 

 2ND place Overall Breeding Heifers:  Maggie 

Anderlik, Dayton 
 Hereford Heifers:  Rosemary Thompson, 

Gilman; Dax Putz, Otley 

 Polled Hereford Heifers:  Maggie Anderlik, 
Dayton; MaKayla Jones, Tingley 

 Hereford Steers:  Nick Deppe, Maquoketa; 
T.R. Putz, Otley 

 

The IHBA sponsors the belt buckles the IJBBA 
awards to the top-placing exhibitors. 
 

Steer Futurity Nominations  
Due April 1  

 
As reported in the last newsletter, the IHBA 

is instituting a new steer futurity aimed at marketing  
more Hereford steers across the state.  Nominations 

and the $50 fee are due April 1.  For more 

information, contact Patrick Wall, 515-450-7665.  
Breeders must be members of the IHBA and 

exhibitors must be IJHA members. 

 
 

ñIf the Crown Fitséò 
 
 Itôs that time of year again!  If you are a 

young lady, 16 years old or older on Jan. 1, 2017 
and a member of the Iowa Junior Hereford 

Association, you are eligible to be Hereford royalty!  

 
`  Contact Alecia Bruns for an application and 

more information on this unique and fun opportunity 
to represent our breed:  aleciabruns@gmail.com or 

319-404-8192. 

 

Iowans Take on Denver  
 
 A good number of Iowa Hereford 

enthusiasts took in the powerful Hereford shows at 

the National Western Stock Show in Denver Jan. 12-
14.  A total of 735 Herefords were exhibited 

throughout the three -day event ï 337 head in the 
open show, 179 in the junior show, 33 pens of bulls, 

20 heifer pens and six carloads. 

 
 Several Iowans competed on the hill: Abby 

and Maggie Anderlik, Dayton; Deppe Brothers, 
Maquoketa; Mallory Espenscheid, Traer; Cassidy 

Hanson, Linn Grove; Payton Vogel, Hartley; and 
Addison Wall, Pleasantville.  Espenscheid had the 

reserve champion polled summer yearling in the 

junior heifer show, while Hanson showed a class 
winning polled junior yearling  heifer in the open 

division. 
 

Many Thanksé 
 
Thank you for the county cham pion Hereford award.  

It was very rewarding and encouraging to receive 
the award.  Itôs good to know the association backs 

us at our county fair as well.  I love showing 

Herefords and canôt wait until next year.  Thank you 
again for the award and the encou ragement that 

comes with it.    Kiley Allan, LeMars 
 

Thank you for the tray.  I had a fun time showing 

my heifer.  I am planning to show another Hereford 
at the state show and Plymouth County Fair.  Thank 

you.    Brady Allan, LeMars 
 

Thank you so much for the champion Hereford 
award. Your support for the juniors is really 

appreciated.            Jenna Smith, Newton 
 
Thank you for the Hereford award.  

Joe Morris, Centerville 
 

 





Calf Prices Influence  
 Breeding Cattle Prices  

by CattleFax 
 

 

 The old rule of thumb regarding bred heifer 

or young cow and bull values is valid for a reason:  
theyôve proven to be accurate over time.  However, 

in times of major price transitions either up or down, 
there is typically a lag period on breeding cattle 

values until the market stabilizes or the longer -term 

trend is clearly defined.  Historical data ascertains it 
takes nearly two calf crops of either lowe r or higher 

prices before producers substantially adjust 
spending on breeding cattle purchases. 

 
 In a down -trending market producers feel 

the sting of less revenue and figure more numbers 

will increase total dollars. This is how cattle cycles 
work, and expansion continues to take place until a 

producer is no longer profitable, resulting in 
cowherd liquidation to the point that numbers 

eventually decline enough to prompt higher calf 

values. Cycles, however, can be predicated on 
Mother Nature, as either drought or moisture can 

deviate a typical cycle. 
 

 So, what is the rule of thumb?  Average-

quality, middle-aged cow values historically are the 
equivalent of 1.50 to 1.65 times the average 550-lb. 

calf value.  Higher quality younger cows, or heifers, 
have historically brought 2.0 times the average 550-

lb. steer calf value. This is true in each region of the 
country. Average bull prices, historically, have been 

the equivalent of five steer and heifer calves. Again, 

these are ñaverageò values.  Higher quality, 
reputation heifers, cows or bulls will bring more and 

just the opposite on lower quality. The challenge is 
that in a lower trending market, if calf values are 

lower for the next several years but females are 

bought based on this yearôs calf values, those 
females look higher priced at the bottom of the cycle 

and/or the end of their most productive years.  
 

 In commodity markets, prices at some point 
will go towards the cost of production. With that, the 

cow-calf segment generally has three types of 

producers:  high, average and low return.  This year 
it is likely that low return producers will lose money. 

This accounts for one-third of the s egment. Fall 
delivered 550-lb. steer prices in the Central Plains 

are near $158/cwt ($870/head), with heifers easily 

$20/cwt back of the steers and weighing 25 pounds 
less ($780/head). That puts average calf values near 

$825/head. The rule of thumb would say the best 
female is worth $1,650 and bulls are nearly worth 

$5,200/head.  Based on the projection for lower calf 

values the next several years, these prices likely 
need to be dialed back looking ahead. Similar to the 

2014 cycle highs when steer calves were bringing 
$280/cwt or more than $1,500/head, many bred 

females were bringing $3,000, and prices needed to 

be dialed back then, as that was the market peak 
and those females would look very expensive today. 

 

Attention : Youth Incentives  
 

 Juniors looking for show heifer prospects 
should be aware of several incentives they could be 

eligible  for down the road:  
 

¶ The Iowa Hereford Breeders Association will 

reimburse the entry fee for any heifer 
purchased by a junior and shown at the 

2017 Iowa Junior Preview Show in Ames, 

June 10-11. 
¶ The Iowa Beef Breeds Council presents a 

$500 Iowa Beef Expo Heifer Award for each 

breed holding a sale at the Iowa Beef Expo.  
The top-placing heifer, as determined by the 

breed, must have been purchased in a 2017 

Iowa Beef Expo-sanctioned sale and 
exhibited by a junior at the 2017 Iowa State 

Fair (in 4-H, FFA or open competition). 
¶ Any junior who exhibits at the 2017 Iowa 

State Fair (4-H, FFA or open) can apply for 

the Champion Beef Member (aka ñWin a 

Heiferò) award sponsored by the Iowa 
Cattlemenôs Association, Iowa State Fair and 

the IHBA.  The Hereford winner will receive 
from $600-$800 toward the purchase of a 

registered Hereford female from any IHBA 
member. 

 

AHA Offers Internships  
 

College juniors and seniors looking to get some 
practical summer experience in breed association 

work might want to check out two internship 

opportunities offered b y the American Hereford 
Association.  Applications for both are due Feb. 15.   

 
 For information on a communications 

internship with Hereford Publications, Inc., contact 

Caryn Vaught at cvaught@hereford.org.  If 
interested in being a junior activities inte rn, contact 

Amy Cowan, acowan@hereford.org. 
 

 

 



 



 

IOWA HEREFORD BREEDERS ASSOCIATION  
ANNUAL TREASURERôS REPORT 

Jan. 1 ï Dec. 31, 201 6 
 

Beginning Net Worth, 1/1/15        $20,014.50  

              
Income  

Banquet       $   2,070.00 
Directory          17,160.00 

2016 Dues            7,400.00 
2017 Dues            5,250.00 

Expo Sale            7,593.00 

Gammon Barn                       686.10 
Governorôs Charity Steer Show               1,744.00 

Interest                           40.84 
Newsletter               280.00 

Youth Heifer Award  (premium from Iowa State Fair)                    150.00 

     TOTAL INCOME    42,373.94  
 

Expenses  
Administrative Secretary       $   2,000.00 

Administrative Secretary Supplies           276.69 
Advertising           3,319.20 

Awards                        135.15 

Banquet           3,648.25 
Bull Sale                54.29 

Directory                69.30 
Dues ï Iowa Cattlemenôs Association            160.00 

Exhibits                          290.00 

Gammon Barn                         842.67 
Governorôs Charity Steer Show                     4,840.00 

Insurance               368.00 
Miscellaneous Expense                        312.67 

Newsletter            1,589.99 

Queen                450.00 
State Fair               120.71 

Tour/Annual Meeting              723.87 
Website                          569.00 

Youth Support            3,155.63  
     TOTAL EXPENSES      22,925.42  

     NET PROFIT/(LOSS)                 19,449.52*  

             
  ENDING NET WORTH, 12/31/16      $39,463.02   

              
 

* This is due to the bulk of the directory income and 2017 dues being collected in 2016 but directory expenses not 

being  disbursed until 2017. 
Anthony Monroe, treasurer 

Prepared by Becky Simpson, administrative secretary 
 

 

If you have a special label on the front of your newsletter, it means you havenôt paid your dues 

and this will be your last issue. Forms are available at www.iowahereford.org.  Return with $50 

payment to Becky Simpson, 13359 280
th

 St., Redfield, IA 50233-6014.



 
 

 

 

 

 
Hereford Cows For Sale  

from a herd that has produced winners like this one 

since 1957 

 

 

Jack Rife 
R&R Cattle Co.  

Wilton, Iowa 
515-974-9600 

 

LOT 68  
Iowa Select Hereford Sale 

 
CHRY LUNA 

This promising young female is easily one of the highest 
quality individuals we have offered in quite some time.  
She provides the necessary phenotype to excel in any 
breeding program, as well as the style to compete in the 

show ring. 

Cherry Farms 
Winthrop, Iowa 
Max Cherry 319-961-7998 

Lonnie Cherry 319-521-1270 


