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Preview Show Kicks Off Summer Hereford Activities
Iowa’s summer 2024 Hereford activities begin the weekend of June 8-9 in Oskaloosa with the annual Iowa Junior 
Hereford Preview Show at the Southern Iowa Fairgrounds. 
 
Activities officially begin at 1 p.m. on Saturday with the showmanship competition, divided into four divisions – 
peewee, junior, intermediate and senior.  The IJHA membership meeting and election of officers follows at 5 p.m., 
after which dinner will be served beginning at 6. 
 
The new Iowa Hereford Queen and Princess will be crowned at 9 a.m. on Sunday prior to the show.  Show order is 
bred and owned cow/calf, standard cow/calf, bulls, horned heifers, steers, polled heifers, supreme animal. 
 
Due to a large baseball tournament in Oskaloosa that weekend, hotels are filling up fast.  No room blocks are 
reserved.  Contact these establishments directly for reservations/availability: 
 Everspring Inn & Suites – 641-676-6000 
 Super 8 – 641-673-8481 
 Fairfield Inn & Suites – 641-676-7600 
Camping is available onsite for $25 a night; no reservations are needed. 
 
For up-to-date information on the preview show, check the IJHA’s Facebook page  (Iowa Junior Hereford 
Association) or the entry page at showman.app (you can link to it from the “juniors” page on the IHBA website). 
 
 
 

 
June 8 – IHBA Board Meeting 
June 8-9 – Iowa Junior Hereford Preview Show, Oskaloosa 
July 1 – Iowa Hereford Steer Futurity Qualification Deadline 
July 1 – Iowa Beef Heifer Award Application Deadline 
July 1 – Iowa State Fair 4-H, FFA & Open Class Livestock Entry Deadline 
July 3 – Newsletter Deadline 
July 6-12 – National Junior Hereford Expo, Grand Island, Neb. 
July 28-31 – NJHA Faces of  Leadership Conference, Fort Worth, Texas 
Aug. 1 – Christenson, Harms & Beale-Koep Scholarships Applications Deadline 
Aug. 8 – Iowa State Fair FFA Breeding Beef Show 
Aug. 10 – Governor’s Charity Steer Show, Iowa State Fair 
Aug. 13 – Iowa State Fair 4-H Breeding Beef Show 
Aug. 14 – Iowa State Fair 4-H Market Beef Show & Iowa Hereford Steer Futurity 
Aug. 14 – Gammon Barn Memorial Barn Quilt Dedication & Ice Cream Social 
Aug. 15 – Iowa State Fair Open Hereford Show 
Aug. 16 – IHBA Mail Ballot Postmark Deadline 
Aug. 25 – Iowa Hereford Tour & Annual Meeting, east central Iowa 



Goehring & Rife are Newest Hall of Fame Members
Two men who literally grew up involved with Herefords were recognized for their contributions to the breed during 
the Iowa Hereford Breeders Association’s annual banquet.  Biographies of  2024 Iowa Hereford Hall of Fame 
inductees Bill Goehring, Libertyville, and Jack Rife, Wilton, follow. 
 

Bill Goehring 

 
Bill Goehring (left) received his award from IHBA President Thad Espenscheid 

 
Bill Goehring’s original plan was to get his animal science degree from Iowa State University and become a field 
man – most likely, a dream job for a boy who had grown up with cattle since purchasing his first Hereford heifer at 
age 9.  He did get the degree, in June of 1986, but two months later, his father bought the local livestock auction 
market in Keosauqua, about 20 miles from their home farm in Libertyville – and the rest, as they say, is history.  
 
Between his sophomore and junior years at ISU, Bill went to the World Wide College of Auctioneering in Mason 
City, Iowa, developing the skill that serves him well in his current career. Before his dad bought the sale barn, he 
and Bill managed farm sales in the area.  When they took over the sale barn, they first focused on developing the 
pig sale and Bill was the feeder pig auctioneer. As the barn’s cattle auctioneers retired, he took on that role and has 
been auctioneering the cattle every week for the last 25 years. 
 
Bill and his wife Becky, whom he met when she was working in the sale barn café, bought out the rest of the market 
from his dad in 2008 and Bill set out to get more competition for packer cows and bulls.  He was so successful in 
fostering competition that the market at Keosauqua Sales Company is the highest of any around, drawing sellers 
from as far as 100 miles away.  It is one of the few markets in the country that sells all classes of livestock on the 
same day (every Saturday), along with hay and other outside items.  Bill’s philosophy as a market owner is that it’s 
his job to make sure the cattle sold there bring full value. 
 
Goehring Herefords began in 1973, and it didn’t take long for the entire family to immerse themselves in breed 
activities. Both Bill and his sister, Debbie, were active in the Iowa Junior Polled Hereford Association, with Bill 
serving as president. Their parents, Gary and Mary, served as junior advisors for most of Bill’s junior career, most 
notably in 1984, when Iowa first hosted the Junior National Polled Hereford Show in Des Moines.  It was during 
this time that Bill filled his first national leadership role, as a member of the National Junior Polled Hereford 
Council, an experience he says introduced him to a lot of people he is still in contact with today. 
 
 



 
Memorable experiences from his junior days include going to Knoxville, Tenn., to purchase a heifer from John 
Nicely that was later named champion at the Nebraska-Iowa junior show in Council Bluffs, that was judged by Glen 
Klippenstein.  The heifer later got beat in a show judged by Joe Lewis, who said she was too dark red.  Lewis 
became one of Bill’s mentors, as did Montie Soules, whom Bill says helped him as much as anybody, especially in 
establishing the market. 
 
He fondly recalls going with Floyd McCaskill from Illinois to the Bar JZ sale in South Dakota and also attending 
dispersal sales of the Farris herd in Texas, Star Lake Ranch in Oklahoma and Rice Ranch in Wyoming.  Nowadays, 
a local farmer and Angus breeder who is also a pilot flies him to many sales and cattle events, allowing him to 
participate and attend the activities and still not miss the commitments and demands of the sale barn. 
 
Goehring Herefords’ registered cow herd consists of 150 spring-calving cows and 50 fall-calving cows and their 
commercial Angus herd includes 400 spring-calving cows and heifers. They breed 100 registered heifers every year 
as well as 450 black and black-whiteface heifers for their annual sale the first Wednesday in December. Additionally, 
they background 800 to 1,000 steers and finish 500 cattle at custom yards. They sell around 80 yearling and 2-year-
old bulls each year and have also developed a strong private-treaty customer base for registered cows and heifers.  
Their consignments regularly top the female offering at the Iowa Select Hereford Sale at the Beef Expo. 
 
Bill has been involved with the Iowa Beef Council and both the National and Iowa Livestock Marketing 
Associations, serving as the Iowa chairman for two years.  He has been on the board of both the Iowa Polled 
Hereford Association and the Iowa Hereford Breeders Association and most recently served two years as IHBA 
president.  He has organized several well-attended IHBA tours in the southeast Iowa area. 
 
He judged the national Hereford show in the yards at the National Western Stock Show in Denver in 2013 and 2015. 
In recent years, one of Bill’s hidden talents has come to light as he writes a weekly blog (“Bill’s News”) on the sale 
barn website. Originally intended to communicate and inform people about the market, he found people engaged 
better with the “story” format and it just took off – it currently has a huge number of followers. 
 
He was elected to the board of directors of the American Hereford Association in 2019 and finished his term as 
board president in October 2023. 
 
Bill acknowledges that serving on the national Hereford board and being its chairman has been his biggest 
professional accomplishment, but he derives the most satisfaction from having helped his boys engage in what the 
business is all about and getting them in a position to continue on with what they’ve been doing for the last 30 years.  
All four of his and Becky’s sons – Luke, Curtis, Ted and Colby – are involved in the sale barn and livestock 
operation, having literally grown up in and around it.  Each has his own area of responsibility, from feeding the 
cattle each morning, overseeing herd health, hauling cattle, calving the Hereford and Angus cows to managing the 
commercial sale barn, and all are on hand on Saturdays to make sure things run smoothly.   
 
Bill and Becky have been married since 1987 and she has moved from the café to the sale barn office, where she 
manages the clerical part of the operation and in Bill’s words, “is the glue that ties it all together.”  One of their 
daughters-in-law now runs the kitchen.  The Goehrings have five granddaughters and one grandson. 
 
Bill’s career didn’t put him on the road as a fieldman, but it has introduced him to even more people, places and 
experiences than he ever expected. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Jack Rife 

 
Jack Rife (center) is congratulated on his induction by (from left) Brian and Craig Jackson, who assisted with the 
presentation; IHBA President Thad Espenscheid; and Jack’s granddaughter Delaney Rife, who spoke of her 
grandfather’s influence on her life. 
 
In 1957, Jack Rife needed an FFA project.  His father, who kept some commercial cattle and milked cows on their 
farm at Wilton, took him to a Hereford dispersal in north central Iowa, where they purchased a bred cow with a 
heifer calf at side.  Jack’s new herd – and his FFA project – soon expanded to three when the cow gave birth to 
another heifer calf.  Those three foundation animals – the first Herefords the Rife family had – were the start of not 
only what was originally Rife Hereford Farms but a lifetime devotion to the breed. 
 
Jack earned his animal science degree in 1965 from Iowa State University, where he was on the judging team. He 
bought his first Polled Hereford bull from Keith Hoelzen’s Triple H Ranch in Muscatine, during one of their bull 
sales.  In addition to the strong set of performance-tested bulls there, he recalls also being impressed by one of the 
other sale attendees – legendary Chicago Blackhawks hockey player Bobby Hull, who had his own Hereford herd 
at the time. 
 
Subsequent herd sires came from Buell Jackson & Sons, Mechanicsville, and Farrell Siehl of Grinnell.   He recalls 
that the Siehl bull was red with a black tail, which was supposed to indicate some enhanced genetic traits, but isn’t 
sure that was ever validated.  More recently, he has used bulls from Barber Ranch in Texas, most notably BR Charles 
Hutton 6033, the 2019 National Western Stock Show senior champion that he bought via the computer.  His 
longstanding friendship with the Jackson family led him to another current herd bull, a Jackson-bred son of Endure 
173D that Jack is high on. 
 
One of Jack’s early mentors was breeder Henry Doerfer of Muscatine, who taught him all about pedigrees.  That 
sparked a lifelong interest in pedigrees, as Jack is a self-proclaimed “pedigree freak”. He enjoys tracing bloodlines 
far past those shown on a registration paper and is enthusiastic about the new American Hereford Association 
program that allows you to trace a pedigree way back, nearly to its early origin. 
 
Jack is also an avid collector of old sale catalogs – his oldest dates to 1907.  He has an extensive collection of 
Hereford Journals and Hereford Worlds and says the herd bull editions alone would stack to at least six feet high.   
 
In the 65+ years he’s been in the business, Jack says he has seen cattle types go from the “belt buckle” animals to 
ones “you could crawl underneath” and back to more moderate animals.  He embraces new technology and says 
that DNA testing fascinates him. 
 



He has long been a supporter of Hereford youth. He and his wife Sharon were the second advisors for the Iowa 
Junior Hereford Association in the early ‘70s, serving in that capacity for five or six years.  At the time, the junior 
advisors were required to also serve on the Iowa Hereford Association board and Jack jumped at the chance to do 
that as well.  
 
From 1982 to 2002, Jack served in the Iowa Senate, during which time he was minority leader for five years. He 
was also a regional representative for Secretary of Labor Elaine Chao during five years of the George W. Bush 
administration.    
 
In 1996, he was able to use his political clout to help the Iowa Polled Hereford and Junior Polled Hereford 
Associations host the Junior National Polled Hereford Show in Des Moines. Back in those days, the host state was 
expected to carry the major financial load for putting on the event and thus had to do significant fundraising to cover 
the expenses.  Working with a fellow state senator who was seeking funding for the national junior Angus show, 
Jack got a $5,000 allocation of state funds to the Polled Hereford Junior National included in a Senate bill.  Thanks 
to his efforts, the steering committee was able to meet its fundraising goal and the weeklong event was a huge 
success. 
 
Locally, Jack has been involved with Muscatine County Cattlemen and the Muscatine County Farm Bureau.  He 
was president of the latter group when George H.W. Bush was running for president and Jack was able to get him 
to speak at the group’s annual banquet. 
 
Jack and Sharon, a native of Boone, have been married over 50 years.  The herd’s name was changed to R&R Cattle 
Company when son Charly became more active in its operation following a stint at Beartooth Ranch in Montana.  
There are currently over 80 spring-calving cows in the herd, which Jack takes care of himself with no hired help, 
just the family.  The Rifes regularly consign to the Iowa Beef Expo sale and exhibit at the Iowa State Fair. 
 
Today all four of Jack’s grandchildren – daughter Emma’s children Tyler and Jessica Mach and Charly’s daughters 
Delaney and Kennedy Rife – own cows in the R&R herd.  They have been active in the showring and in the Iowa 
Junior Hereford Association, with Delaney having been a director and Kennedy now serving as treasurer. 
 

14 Steers 
Nominated for 
Futurity
 
 

Fourteen steers have been nominated for the 2024 Iowa 
Hereford Steer Futurity, to be held August 14 during the 
4-H show at the Iowa State Fair. 
 
Funding is still needed to help maintain the sizeable 
payouts that the show has become noted for.  Donations 
of any size may be directed to either futurity chairman 
Thad Espenscheid (1969 II Ave., Traer, IA 50675) or 
IHBA administrative secretary Becky Simpson (13359 
280th St., Redfield, IA 50233).  All contributors will be 
recognized in the October newsletter. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
HELP WANTED: 

 
Administrative Secretary 

 
Directory Manager(s) 

 
Both are paid positions. 

 
Iowa Hereford Breeders Association 

For job descriptions and other information, 
contact 

Thad Espenscheid, president 
641-485-5012 

thespn67@hotmail.com 
 

 



Tour Stops Announced

 
Plan now to attend the 2024 Iowa Hereford Tour on 
Sunday, Aug. 25, in east central Iowa.  Tour chairman 
Scott Powell has put together an interesting route 
featuring four diverse operations – Diamond P Ranch, 
Blue Grass; Jackson Hereford Farms, Mechanicsville; 
R&R Cattle Co., Wilton; and Three Hills Ranch, 
Bernard.   
 
A complete itinerary and other information will be 
published in the next newsletter. Everyone is welcome, 
so invite your friends and neighbors. 
 

Seeking 
Board Candidates 
Four new board members will be 
elected to 3-year terms at the 
IHBA’s annual meeting on Aug. 
25.  If you are a paid-up member 

of the IHBA who lives in Iowa and are 
interested in running for the board or if you know 
someone you would like the nominating committee to 
ask, contact Tim Anderlik (515-571-5614, 
anderlik@lvcta.com); Mike Simpson (515-833-2991, 
simpmj@aol.com); or Nathan Stickley (319-231-4167, 
stickleyandsons@hotmail.com) by June 1. Candidate 
bios and an election ballot will be included in the 
August newsletter. 
 
One ballot per membership may be cast by mail 
(postmarked by Aug. 16) or in person at the annual 
meeting on the tour. 
 

Welcome, New Members!
Forster Cattle Co. – Bryce Forster, Menomonie, Wis. 
Suchan Show Cattle – Andy, Stacy, Spencer & Liberty 

Suchan, Gowrie, Iowa 
Trans Ova Genetics – Sioux Center, Iowa 
Triple H Show Stock – Travis & Lory Harre, Gilman, 

Iowa 
Complete contact information is posted on the 
“members” page of the IHBA website. 

Beef Expo Sale Results
 

24 bulls – average $4,394 
32 females – average $4,131 

56 lots – average $4,244 
 

Top Bull Lot 
$16,500 – PHH 025 Genesis 235 ET, by Loewen 
Genesis 616 ET.  Pierce’s Hereford Haven, Baraboo, 
Wis., to Bill Goehring, Libertyville, Iowa (3/4 interest). 
 
Top Female Lot 
$8,000 – Wildcat Parfait 3778 ET, by BR ER Big 
Country 007 ET. Wildcat Cattle Co., Darlington, Wis., 
to Joe Schultz, Homers Cattle Co., Germantown, Wis. 
 

Hereford Heifer Wins
Supreme Row at Beef Expo

Each year the Iowa Beef Expo sponsors a special all-
breeds “Supreme Row” competition comprised of a 
bull and female representative from each breed sale. 
Winners receive a sizeable payout, which is split 
between the consignor and purchaser. This year, the 
top-selling Hereford heifer consigned by Wildcat Cattle 
Company, Darlington, Wis., and purchased by Joe 
Schultz of Germantown, Wis., took home the supreme 
row female championship. 
 

Junior Beef Expo Results
Champion Polled Heifer & 3rd Overall:  Kinnick 

Paulsen, Preston 
Reserve Polled Heifer:  Abby Tlach, Prole 
Champion Horned Heifer: Emmett Lovrien, 

Clarksville 
Reserve Horned Heifer:  Carter Schroeder, Pella 
Champion Steer:  Rilynn Buesing, Stockton 
Reserve Steer:  Emma Davisson, Calamus 



Learn more at 
FirstDefenseCalfHealth.com

 
 

Marissa Hake, DVM 
Calf Vet

© 2020 Immucell Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

Calf scours are not inevitable. A strong prevention 
program is non-negotiable. Dependable scour 
prevention is essential for calf welfare, employee 
morale and business profitability. The immune 
system’s response to vaccination is variable  
and unpredictable. That’s why giving preformed 
antibodies instead of relying on a vaccine to 
stimulate antibody production is so important. 
I’m all for removing uncertainties. So yes, I 
stand by this product. (And no, I’m not.)



Congratulations, Class of 2024! 
 
 
 
Grant Brix from Logan graduated 
in December from Logan-Magnolia 
High School, where he was a highly  
sought-after football recruit.  In January 
he started classes at the University of  
Nebraska-Lincoln, where he is majoring 
in economics and is on scholarship with 
the football team. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
T.R. Putz, Pella, is graduating from Pella High School, 
where he was a state wrestling qualifier.  Currently a 
member of the IJHA board, he will pursue a bachelor of 
science degree at a 4-year college. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Spencer Suchan of Gowrie is graduating from Southeast Valley High School 
after an active high school career.  He participated in cross country, wrestling, 
golf, band and FFA. An IJHA director, Spencer plays guitar and likes 
performing at Shiny Top Brewing, where he is also a part-time chef.  In his 
spare time, he stays busy with his Hereford cow-calf operation, which he 
hopes to continue after graduating from Iowa State University, where he will 
major in animal science with the goal of becoming a veterinarian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Rayne Wagner from Hampton graduated from 
Hampton-Dumont High School. She plans to major 

in dietetics at Iowa State University. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Coryn Wilson, Donahue, graduated from Iowa State University 
with a bachelor’s degree in animal science and agribusiness. She 
will be starting a fulltime position with the USDA Farm Service  
Agency as a loan program technician in Cedar County. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholarship Opportunities 
Applications for the Christenson, Harms and Beale-Koep Scholarships are due Aug. 1. 

Rules and application forms are available on the IHBA website “juniors” page or from the 
administrative secretary. 

 
Attention: Juniors 

Any youth who will be exhibiting in either the 4-H, FFA or open show at the Iowa State Fair are encouraged to 
apply for the Iowa Beef Heifer Award coordinated by the Iowa Cattlemen’s Association.  (Note: You can exhibit a 
market animal – you don’t have to show a breeding animal – and it doesn’t have to be of the breed you are applying 
for.) The IHBA offers up to $800 to the Hereford winner to purchase a female from an association member. Runners-
up receive show halters. Finalists for each breed will be interviewed at the fairgrounds by a panel of judges; winners 
will be announced during the selection of the grand champion breeding heifer. 

 
Program guidelines and applications can be found on the Iowa Cattlemen’s Foundation website: 
https://www.iowacattlemensfoundation.org/Media/ICAFoundation/Docs/application-ia-beef-heifer-award.pdf. For 
questions, call Mary Greiman at ICA – 515-296-2266. Deadline is July 1. 
 
This award can also be combined with the IHBA’s heifer grants at the 2025 Beef Expo Sale. 



Barn Quilt Donors Recognized – Dedication Scheduled
The families of two of the three breeders to be memorialized by a wooden barn quilt on the west side of the Gammon 
Barn were presented with mounted  signed canvas prints of the quilt design during the IHBA banquet in February. 

 
Eric Tiernan Family (from left): sons Mike, Matt and Patrick Tiernan; wife Margaret Tiernan; brother Shane 
Tiernan 
 

 
Ray Sorensen Family (from left): grandson (and barn quilt 
artist) Ray “Bubba” Sorensen II, granddaughter Heidi Rohrig, 
great-grandson Tucker Rohrig 

 
 
 
The family of Dan McFarland was not able 
to attend the banquet. They will receive their 
print during dedication ceremonies at the Iowa 
State Fair. 
 
The quilt is nearly complete and will be 
installed on the Gammon Barn in early June, 
pending repainting and repairs to the barn by 
State Fair personnel. 
 
The IHBA will hold a dedication of the quilt  
at  3 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 14, on the west 
lawn of the Gammon Barn on the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds. This will be followed by the 
annual ice cream social in the Sheri Avis 
Horner Pavilion just north of the Gammon 
Barn Museum. 
 
 
 
 



Cow/Calf  superior working shelter!
Call or text for details 515-971-9055

sales@rollinghillsupply.com  www.rollinghillsupply.com

12 x 12 stalls, lights, head gate, nursing gates, alley, creep gate, 
back air vents, Cool/Moisture, moble, 40 yr. warranty 



 
 

Special Portrait Given To Gammon Museum
 
Five years ago, Kirby and Linda Mousel of Central City, Neb., came to Iowa to see his grandfather’s bronzed hat 
and plaque in the American Polled Hereford Hall of Fame display in the Gammon Barn Museum. While touring the 
exhibits, Kirby took special notice of the many pencil portraits of “pioneer breeders” that had previously hung in 
the APHA offices in Kansas City. 
 
A longtime school art teacher, he decided to do a pencil 
portrait of his grandfather, C.K. Mousel, in his younger 
days wearing the hat that is now bronzed.  This April, 
Kirby (at left in picture) and Linda again stopped by the 
Gammon Barn on their way home from visiting family 
in Ohio – this time to present his signed labor of love to 
museum chairman/curator Ray Dittmer (right in picture) 
for display in the barn. 
 

 
 
C.K. Mousel was inducted in the American Polled 
Hereford Hall of Fame in 1981 in Denver, Colo., during 
the National Western Stock Show.  He was unable to 
attend, so Kirby (second from right) and his dad, Dennis 
second from left), accepted the award in his stead from 
APHA Board Chairman Doug Gerber (far right) and Vice 
Chairman Bill Wolfe (far left). 

HELP WANTED 
Volunteers to staff the Gammon Barn Museum during the Iowa State Fair, Aug. 8-18 

Admission tickets  & parking voucher provided 
Call Ray Dittmer, 641-340-2456 to claim your shift 

For many years, the IHBA has improved and maintained the 
small tract of land near New Virginia which was the original 
location of the Gammon Barn and designated a National 
Historic Site in 1983 as the birthplace of Polled Herefords. 
Since early spring 2023, the owner of the adjacent land has 
denied the IHBA access to the property, which was donated 
to the association by the late Fred Knosby.  With the advice 
and assistance of legal counsel, the IHBA board has been 
engaged in exchanging information with the adjacent property 
owner and his attorney in an attempt to resolve this dispute 
and restore public access to the site. 
 
 
 
 



In Memoriam 
 
The IHBA has lost several members of its family, including two Hall of Famers, in 
recent months. 
 
 

 
Merlin Ohrt, 67, of Marshalltown, passed away Dec. 17. A dedicated employee at JBS Swift & Company for 40 
years, he enjoyed raising Polled Hereford cattle and riding horses and later in life mules.  Survivors include three 
daughters, Christina Butler, Stacey Handsaker and Victoria Lass; nine grandchildren; a great-grandson; and four 
siblings, Roseann, Mark, Marcella and Alice. 
 
Mary Wagner of Millersburg and formerly of West Union died Jan.19 at the age of 79. She and her late husband, 
Carl Wagner Jr., farmed for many years near West Union, where they were part of Carl Wagner & Sons Polled 
Herefords with his parents. The family showed cattle at the Fayette County Fair for 50 years.  Mary traveled around 
the country to many Junior Nationals when their son Mark was showing Polled Herefords and she was active in the 
Iowa Poll-ettes, serving on the board for many years.  She is survived by her son, Mark, and her granddaughter, 
Chloe St. Clair. 
 
Mary Goehring, 82, of Troy, passed away Feb. 26.  A graduate of Northwest Missouri State University, Mary 
enjoyed taking care of livestock her entire life.  Calving and foaling were her favorite times of the year.  Mary also 
started a printing business out of her home, where she printed an Iowa Hereford newsletter, sale bills and other 
advertising. She and her former husband, Gary, purchased the Keosauqua Livestock Market in Keosauqua in 1986; 
after their divorce, she purchased and operated Kahoka Sale Company in Kahoka, Mo.  For many years she was 
also deeply involved with the Bloomfield rodeo committee.  Mary leaves behind her son, Bill Goehring, and 
daughter, Debbie Armstrong; six grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. 
 
Iowa Hereford Hall of Fame member Rod Ogren of Marcus died March 30.  He was 82. The oldest of the five 
Ogren boys who all grew up showing cattle, mostly Herefords, as 4-H projects at major shows in Iowa, Ak-Sar-Ben 
and the International Livestock Exposition, Rod made a name for himself as a highly sought-after cattle judge.  
During his 35-year career, he evaluated all breeds of cattle in more than 20 states and Canada, judging many state 
fairs and most of the major livestock shows. When the Iowa State Fair celebrated its sesquicentennial in 2004, the 
IHBA board deemed it fitting that Rod judge the open Hereford show.  He has also judged the Governor’s Charity 
Steer Show at the State Fair.  Rod served on the board of American Hereford Association for six years, during 
which time he also represented the United States at the World Hereford Conference.  Survivors include his brothers 
Ken, Steve and Chuck; and 10 nieces and nephews. 
 
David Gottschalk, 87, of Byron, Minn., passed away on April 5. A longtime IHBA member, he supported many 
association activities and shows.  He had bred registered Hereford cattle since 1961.  Dave and his wife, Rose, who 
survives, were married for nearly 70 years.  Also surviving are his children, Scott and Jerry Gottschalk, Julie Albers, 
Sally Vacura and Marcia Zieman; 13 grandchildren, 23 great-grandchildren; and one sister. 
 
Ralph Dyer of Pleasantville, an Iowa Hereford Hall of Fame inductee in 1999, died April 30 at the age of 95. An 
Air Force veteran of the Korean War, he began raising Hereford cattle in the 1950’s. Ralph had a lifelong love of 
Hereford cattle and went to many cattle shows in Iowa and across the nation.  He was active in many community 
organizations, include being a 4-H leader and on the Madison Count Extension and County Fair Boards.  Surviving 
are his son, Tim, five grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 
 
 
Trivia Search:  Find the Hereford connection to the creation of Iowa’s “Cattlemen Care” license plate logo on 
page 14 of the May issue of   Iowa Cattleman  magazine.



 

Iowa kept its spot in the top 20 states boasting Dams of 
Distinction, coming in 9th for the second straight year.  
Twenty-four breeders  put a total of 81 cows on the elite 
list of 2,541 superior producing cows recognized by the 
American Hereford Association.   With 20  honored 
cows, Goehring Herefords, Libertyville, tied for 20th 
place among 717 performance herds nationwide. 
 
Congratulations to these Iowa herds for making the list: 

Danielle Cooper, Mondamin 
 Corn Belt Cattle Co., Red Oak 
 Sydney Espenscheid-Stolee, Centerville 
 Furlong Cattle Co., Letts 
 Goehring Herefords, Libertyville 
 Hereford HQ, Diagonal 
 Israel Cattle Co., Lenox 

Jackson Hereford Farms, Mechanicsville 
Johnson Hereford Farm, Milford 
K7 Herefords, Lockridge 
Kozik Bros., Belle Plaine 
Steve Landt, Union 
Lenth Herefords, Postville 
Tyler Mach, Wilton 
Maple Glen Farm, Princeton 
Nossaman Bro., Pella 
Brent Petersen, DeWitt 
Dylan Petersen, DeWitt 
Sheriff Polled Herefords, Orient 
Simpson Polled Herefords, Redfield 
Stickley & Sons, Parkersburg 
Sunrise Polled Herefords, Sperry 
Tiernan Polled Herefords, Stuart 
Wiese & Sons, Manning 

 
 
 
 
 

™ 
Breeder
(Highest Level of 
Achievement) 
White Oak Farms, Martelle 

 
 

 
Spring Gold TPR™

Breeders
Corn Belt Cattle Co., Red Oak 
Johnson Hereford Farm, 

Milford 
Rocking M Farm, Mt. Ayr 
Simpson Polled Herefords, Redfield 
Wiese & Sons, Manning 
 

2023 IJBBA High Point Winners
Horned Heifers:  Wyatt Monroe, Truro 
Polled Heifers:  Rayne Wagner, Hampton 
Steers: Hayden Wade, Oxford 
 
 
 

 
To purchase, go to 
https://www.herefordwomen.com/s/shop 



Banquet Wrap-Up
The IHBA’s annual banquet moved to Toad Valley Golf 
Course in Pleasant Hill and the Feb. 13 event was a sell-
out, with 133 people in attendance to enjoy a prime rib 
buffet served by Lidderdale Catering. In addition to the 
Hall of Fame inductions, barn quilt presentations and 
junior fundraising auction, here are a few other 
highlights: 
 

AHA Executive 
Vice President 
Jack Ward 
brought attendees 
up to date on 
national programs 
then later 
purchased the 
limited edition 
barn quilt canvas 
for $800 to 
display in the 
museum at 

American Hereford Association headquarters in 
Kansas City. 

 
IHBA administrative secretary Becky Simpson (right) 
was recognized with a gift as she prepares to retire at 
the end of the year. 

 
New Names in the News 
Wes and Amber Ohrt became 
parents on March 26, with the birth 
of their daughter, Riley May.  Proud 
grandparents are Mark and Bonnie 
Ohrt of Ohrt Polled Herefords, 
Haverhill. 

 
Keeping track of your dues status just 

got easier! 
At the suggestion of members, there will now be 
a  line stating “Dues paid through…” above your 
name and address on the cover of the newsletter 
– so you no longer have to wonder if you’re paid 
up.  
 

“Goin’ to the Chapel”

 
Former IJHA board member Jon Kreutner of BJK 
Herefords, Vinton, and Marianne Nebelsick got 
engaged on March 16, 2023, and are planning an 
August 10 wedding. 
 
Many Thanks… 
Thank you for sponsoring all of my awards that I 
received with my Polled Hereford heifer (Cello) in 
2023. Also, thank you for the   plaque I was awarded 
for supreme champion female at the Butler County Fair 
and for the gift I received from the Iowa State Fair. 
Also, thank you for the award I received for champion 
horned breeding heifer at the 2024 Iowa Beef Expo.  I 
had a really fun time showing my heifer Jackie.  Thanks 
for all you do! 

Emmett Lovrien, Clarksville 
 

Thank you for the surprise recognition at the banquet 
and beautiful canvas print tote bag. I also appreciate the 
many kind wishes I have received since announcing my 
pending retirement. 

Becky Simpson 
 
The Iowa Hereford Breeders Association wishes to 
thank: 

• The National Hereford Women for their $250 
donation to the Gammon Barn Museum. 

• The American Hereford Association for 
purchasing the limited edition barn quilt print 
to support the Gammon Barn. 

 
 
 
 
 



Iowa Hereford Breeders Association 
13359 280th St. 
Redfield, IA 50233-6014 

 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Newsletter Advertising Rates 
Full page, 5-issue contract: $750 

Single (1 issue) insertions: 
Full page – $175   Half page – $125   ¼ page – $60 

2 inches – $35   1 inch – $20 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Iowa Hereford Breeders Association 
Officers & Directors 
(year term expires; * denotes 2nd term) 
President: Thad Espenscheid, Traer (2025*) 
 641-485-5012; thespn67@hotmail.com 
Vice President: Marilyn Lenth, Postville (2026*) 
Secretary:  Tom Heidt, Lockridge (2025) 
Treasurer:  Brian Kreutner, Vinton (2025) 
Directors:    
 Tim Anderlik, Dayton (2026) 
 Colin Johnson, Eldora (2026) 
 Andy Montag, Grimes (2025*)  
 Scott Powell, Blue Grass (2024*) 
 Mike Simpson, Redfield (2024*) 
 Jacob Smith, Indianola (2024) 
 Mike Sorensen, Greenfield (2024) 

Nathan Stickley, Parkersburg (2026*) 
  
Beef Breeds Council Representatives 
 Mike Dierenfeld, Northwood 
 Mike Sorensen, Greenfield  
   
Administrative Secretary 
Becky Simpson 
13359 280th St. 
Redfield, IA 50233-6014 
515-833-2991 
becky@iowahereford.org 
 
Website: www.iowahereford.org 
Website Administrator: Marilyn Lenth 
                 lhfarms1@neitel.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Iowa Junior Hereford Association 
Officers & Directors 
President: Kennedy Montag, Grimes 
Vice President: Sydney Espenscheid-Stolee, Centerville 
Secretary: Addison Wall, Pleasantville 
Treasurer: Kennedy Rife, Columbus Junction 
Directors:  Carlee Cremeens, Williamsburg 

   T.R. Putz, Otley  
        Logan Schroeder, Pella 
    Spencer Suchan, Gowrie 
IJBBA Representatives:  
          Kennedy Montag 
    Spencer Suchan 
 
Advisors    
Anthony & Katie Monroe, Truro 
 515-689-5275; katiemonroe07@gmail.com 
 
Iowa Hereford Queen 
Carlee Cremeens, Williamsburg 
 
Iowa Hereford Princess 
Avari Schroeder, Sumner 
 
Queen Coordinator 
Debra Klauenberg, Pleasantville 
 
National Hereford Women Director 
Bellana Putz, Otley 
 


